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In a Sept. 29 speech before the 41st General Assembly of the United Nations, Guatemalan President
Vinicio Cerezo stated that a broader political base in Nicaragua would contribute to reducing
domestic conflict in that country. Cerezo admitted that his government openly supports Nicaraguan
opposition parties involved in the struggle for widening the political base. He emphasized, however,
that this support does not extend to armed groups fighting the Sandinista government. The
Guatemalan head of state argued that the reasons for political struggle in Nicaragua would diminish
to the extent that the political climate opens up. An open "climate," he said, is pluralist, without
ideological preferences, and grounded in an unconditional respect for all political and social sectors
of the opposition. Next, Cerezo stated that the open or covert presence of the Soviet Union in the
region has provided certain political movements with the characteristics of international conflict,
thereby converting the area into a sphere of the East-West conflict. He added that his government
rejects the use of Central America as a forum for East-West confrontation. The president then issued
a call for all regional governments to avoid the escalation of hostilities. He stressed that the moment
demands the elimination of orthodoxy, the rejection of alliances that can lead to conflict and the
establishment of new priorities. The first priority, according to Cerezo should be national interests,
followed by regional interests, and then non-regional interests. Speaking "in the name of the men
and women of Central America who are tired of violence and despair, who are anxious for political
stability to achieve development," Cerezo asked that the superpowers cease their arguments about
spheres of influence in Central American nations. He requested further that the superpowers
terminate competition in the region, and replace such efforts with genuine efforts to assist Central
American nations in attempts to realize peace and development. According to Cerezo, Guatemalans
are living a genuine process of democratization. For the first time in 42 years, he pointed out, the
president is a civilian, an attorney by profession, a liberal who assumed the presidency with the
support of the people and a party composed of the urban middle class, the peasantry and Indians.
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